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Arizona Division of Emergency Management
www.dem.azdema.gov/

Arizona Emergency Information Network
www.azein.gov

National Flood Insurance Program
www.fema.gov/business/nfip/

DisasterAssistant.gov
www.disasterhelp.gov
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Roosevelt Estates Flood-Damaged Homes Replaced with Open Space

Topographical map of Roosevelt Estates area. Affected
site where Campaign Creek and Pinto Creek converge is
highlighted.

Silt and debris flowed through this home in Roosevelt
Estates during the September 2003 flood, triggering the
mitigation acquisition.

Gila County, AZ

History of the Area: Theodore Roosevelt Lake
was formed by the construction of a masonry
dam on the Salt River in 1911, making it the
oldest artificial reservoir in Arizona. About ten
miles of the original river are now beneath the
waters. Many homes were constructed in the
1960s along the south of the lake and many of
these homes are subject to repetitive damage
from flash flooding. Roosevelt Estates is one of
the communities in this area.

Flood Damage: Near the corner of Ash Street
and Palo Verde Drive, the geographic low point
of the Roosevelt Estates, six homes were
flooded by the 2003 monsoon storms, three of
them suffered substantial damage, and two of
the three were left uninhabitable. This is the
area where Campaign Creek and Pinto Creek
converge. During that storm six to 12 inches of
rain fell in a 12-hour period. Altogether 20
homes lost all utilities for one day and phones
were out for one week. The damage zone was
eight miles square in size.

ple Reference - Save for Future Use

This area, and these homes, had been dam-
aged repetitively in flooding events because of
their location near the confluence of the two ma-
jor drainages.

Funding Source for the Project: In the sum-
mer of 2002 the largest, most severe fire in Ari-
zona history, the Rodeo-Chediski Fire, burned
nearly a half-million acres of wilderness and
triggered a Presidential Disaster Declaration for
Arizona. Gila County received hazard mitigation
funding due to that disaster and applied to the
State and FEMA for grant money to purchase
the flood-damaged homes and return the lots to
a natural state.

Budgeting their limited funds, not all of the af-
fected properties could be purchased at this
time. Mariano Gonzalez, Jr., Former Deputy
Director of the Division of Governmental Rela-
tions and Emergency Management for Gila
County, served as project manager for the ac-
qui sition. AFi ve homes
geted [for acquisition] but the three [with most
damage] had 50% destruction [in the 2003
floods], 06 Gonzal ez
an external wall damaged, and another house
was moved from its foundation.

Costs & Benefits:  The costs for purchasing
the three homes totaled $298,388.45, including
appraisal and escrow fees. With a total as-
sessed value of $265,000 for the three homes,
the savings from damages prevented (to these
three properties alone) from floods occurring in
2005 and 2006 equals more than one-half of a
million dollars.

Results:  Today the acquired property shows
no sign of having been built upon. Cotton-
woods, Eucalyptus trees and native Chaparral
grow among the rocks. Additionally, Gila
County has placed a permanent deed restriction
on the properties, preventing any future devel-
opment except for public facilities associated
with open space or recreational uses.

Dark area (indicated within yellow line) shows where flood-
waters stood during and following summer monsoon floods
of 2006. This is the location of one of the acquired homes.
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returned to natural state where three flood-damaged homes stood at
the corner of Ash and Palo Verde.
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